
Both functional and attractive, a welcome mat — one that suits the 
personality of you and your family — is a must for your home.

Whether you use it to accent your home’s architecture, ward off sales people or keep out the dirt, a 
welcome mat is a must for any Central Oregon home. 
Welcome mats serve a practical purpose in the High Desert, keeping out dirt and dust in the 
summer and snow and cinder in the winter, but they can also offer a touch of fun and whimsy to 
any home. 

Patti Julber, owner and lead designer of Complements Home Interiors in Bend recommends giving 
a welcome mat as a housewarming gift. 

“Tying the style either to the personality of the homeowner or to the style of the home is a great way to 
give a lasting and well-remembered gift,” Julber said. 

If you’re looking for a door mat that treads on the humorous side, the options are endless. One of Julber’s 
favorites and one that is sure to cut down on strangers at your door is this one: “We love our vacuum, we found God 

and we gave at the office. Thank You.” 

Another chuckle-worthy option is “Hi, I’m Mat!” For dog lovers try, “This is not a joke! If you ever want to see these people again, 
bring a 5-pound rib roast in a plain brown bag. The Dog.” 

Households with teenagers or hipsters will love the ever popular: “Fo’ shizzle, welcome to our hizzle” option, or “Welcome to 
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Our Crib.”
Since Central Oregon is a mecca for all things outdoors, 

a welcome mat that communicates everything with one 
simple image is the Bike Door Mat found on Uncommon 
Goods website. The mat is emblazoned with the picture of 
a road bike.

“It could even tie into the profession of the homeowners, 
by having a stethoscope for a doctor or nurse or a calculator 
for an accountant,” Julber said. 

For practical types, choosing a durable door mat that 

will last is a must.
“People should look for a weather resistant mat for 

Central Oregon,” said Michelle Thorstrom, owner of Haven 
Home Styles in Bend. “Definitely stay away from mats the 
have the pattern printed or applied on top of the mat. The 
pattern on these types of mats tends to wear off quickly, 
especially when Central Oregon lava sand is involved.”

A good option for long lasting wear is a Coir mat. Coir 
is a natural fiber taken from the husk of coconuts. Coir 
door mats are great for getting pumice, salt and grit off 
shoes, are affordable and come in an array of colors and 
styles.

For those who are more décor-oriented, Thorstrom 
suggests choosing door mats that can be changed out with 
the seasons. Holiday-themed mats can later be traded out 
for Valentine’s Day, then St. Patrick’s Day, and then Fourth 
of July.

For people with walkways or stairs that can get 
treacherous in snow and ice, Julber recommends an 
electrically-heated mat that plugs in and keeps walkways 
clear. Larger electric mats are also available for use on 
outdoor stairways.

If you want to complement your home’s architectural 
elements with the doormat, the options are only limited by 
your imagination. 

“For a Craftsman style home a plain look may be best. 
Or on a true ranch, a mat made of horse shoes would be 
fitting,” Julber said. 

A fleur-de-lys style is great for a French Country home. 
For a ranch style home, you can find a rustic fence look 
make from wood posts and bound together with wire. 

“The most unique mat I have seen was on a ranch 
that was made from cowhide,” Thorstrom said. “The 
ranch’s own brand had been branded onto the hide. This 
mat definitely fit the architecture of the home, personality 
and lifestyle of the family who lived there.”

For environmentally friendly households, a great 
choice is a door mat made of recycled materials, like tires. 
These are highly durable and can be easily cleaned. 
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“Tying the style either to the personality 
of the homeowner or to the style of the 

home is a great way to give a lasting and 
well-remembered gift.”

Another recycled welcome mat option is the flip flop mat made from 
recycled scraps of foam rubber used in flip flop factories in the Philippines. You 
can feel great every time you walk in your door knowing the material for your 
door mat didn’t end up in a landfill.

No matter which option you choose, having a functional, fun door mat will 
not only help keep your home clean, it will be there every day to welcome family 
members and guests.

“The mat is like a signature greeting card from the individuals who reside 
in the home,” Thorstrom said.
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